Helping Your Child Practice Math Facts
While I know that when your child was in Kindergarten they used counters or fingers to help them with addition, for the basic addition math facts they will need to have quick recall or memorization of them.  This is based on the Common Core State Standards expectations for First Grade Math.  This is something all First Graders must accomplish this year – FLUENCY with addition and subtraction facts up to 10.  The standards expectation is to be able to know the math fact within 3-5 seconds.  This is why I am starting the year getting them used to doing the facts quickly on time tests.  They have to try to answer them quickly without relying on their fingers.  

Basically learning the math facts will have to work similar to how your child learns their sight words.  It will basically come to memorization of them.  We will still be continuing to work addition using counters and fingers sometimes so they can visualize what goes on when we add/subtract.  However, to meet end of the year expectations, they will need to recall their math facts quickly within 3 seconds.  I am giving them practice starting now to get them used to and familiar with this task so that they are comfortable with it at the end of the year.  It is similar to how they practiced their sight words all year in Kindergarten until they knew them all.  

Here are some suggestions to practice them in a fun way:

1. Make index cards or papers with numbers 1-10 on each one.  Set them around the house/room.  Put flashcards (Dollar Tree has cute ones!) with the addition/subtraction equations on them (or make your own flashcards with index cards or on the computer) in the middle of the room.  One player at a time draws a flashcard and after looking at the equation, runs and stands on the card/paper with the answer.  The next player does the same.  As your child gets more fluent and confident with their facts, have the players race each other to the answer.  (
a. For a variation, have tokens (like pennies, game pieces from a checker game, candy, etc) at each number station.  Each time your child gets an answer correct, they can collect their token. 

                                                                                               (over)

2.   Place the number cards of 1-10 in the middle of the playing area (table, floor).  Use 2 dice.  A player rolls both dice and reads the numbers on both of them.  All players have to add these numbers together and try to be the first one to grab the number card in the middle that is the answer.  
3. Using a Twister game, write numbers 1-10 on the dots.  When spinning, call out the directions using equations.  For example, “right hand on 2+1”  “left foot on 4+2”  .  

a. A variation would be to make a similar game using Candyland.  Write numbers on the board spaces and write equations on the cards.  

4. Write math fact equations on index cards and hide them around the house/room.  Write numbers 1-10 on index cards.  One player at a time draws a card with a number on it and has to search the house like a scavenger hunt to find an equation that equals that number.  

5. Using playing cards, take out all the number cards and use the Jacks as 10.  Make 2 stacks of equal size.  Each player turns a card over from each stack and puts the 2 cards next to each other.  Then they have to add them together and say the answer quickly (or the 2 players can race each other to answer).  If they get the answer right quickly, they keep the 2 cards.  They player at the end with the most cards wins.  

a. A variation would be to play a version of Go Fish but instead of asking “Do you have any 3’s” they have to ask “Do you have any 2+1’s or 3+0’s?”  .  

6. Spread some shaving cream on a cookie sheet.  Call out the equations to your child and have them write the answer in shaving cream quickly them smooth out the shaving cream for the next equation. 

7. Write number 1-10 on sidewalk squares with chalk.  Use this as a number line.  Call out math fact equations and a direction  and your child has to land on that answer.  For example:  “ Hop to 5+7”  “Stomp to 4+3”  “Walk backwards to 8+1”.  
Happy Practicing!  As Always, please feel free to contact me for further help!  
